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MINUTES. 
| —+— 


First Day—Morning Session. 


The second annual meeting of the Lebanon Association 
convened with the Ellisville Church on Thursday morn- 
ing, September 17th, and was called to order by the Mod- 
erator at 9 o’clock. Brother L. E. Hall conducted the 
opening services, using the sixty-second Psalm. 

The Moderator stated that as the regular hour for meet- 
ing was 10 o’clock, it would be necessary for some action 
of the body, before proceeding with the business before 
us. A motion to begin at once, prevailed. 

The following three committees were appointed : 


Finance—W. J. Pack, H. L. McNair, W. D. Turner. 
» Rearling—W. M. Conner, T. J. Hardy. 

Devotional—Pastor and deacons of the Ellisville Church, 

‘The roll call of Churches showed the following dele- 
gates present: 

Augusta—A. M. Sheppard, N. W. McDonald. 

Eastat-uchie—W. B. Roberts. 

Ellisviile—T. J. Hardy, W. V. Waters, O. D. Bowen. 

Hattiesbure—W. M. Conner, G. 8, Burkett, W. J. Pack, L. E. 
Hall. 

Heidelberg—J. D. Rowell. 

Immanuel—J. R. Farish, H. L. McNair, C. G. Elliott. 

Indian Springs—Frank Mixon, Jno. Davis, W. E. Hathorn. 

Laurel—T. H. Webb, M. U. Bowen, M. L. Wells, Jr. 

Lamberton—N. B. Lord, M. L. Welle, Jr. 

Nicholson—Letter. 

Poplarville—Andrew Smith, W. W. Mitchell. ’ 

- B. Purves, J. M. Broom, Jr., Jno. Caraway, J. R. 


* Davis. W. B. Holcomb. 


Sandersville—C. W. Raybun, M. W. Waldrop. 













By order of the Association Brother Farish cast the 
ballot of the body for O. D. Bowen for Moderator, and 
C. G. Elliott for Clerk. : 

On request for petitiona letters, Brother J, A. Lyon 
presented one from S rove Church, Jasper county, 
which was received and he was enrolled as a delegate. 
Also one was brought forward from the Lacey Baptist 
Church, by Brother W. J. Lott, who was seated as a del- 
egate from that body. | 

The Associational Sermon was made the ‘special order 
for 11 o’clock. 

The Treasurer submitted his report, which showed all 
accounts paid, and nothing in the treasury, 


The hours of meeting a fixed as follows: Meet at 








8:30 and adjourn at 11:30 a| y. Meet at 1:30 and ad- 
journ at 5p. w. Meet at 7:40 and adjourn at pleasure. 

The report on Missions was made the special order for 
7:30. 

Visiting brethren were iny ted to seats with us, viz: 

A. V. Rowe, Convention Board, 

J.G. Sibley, Hobolochitto A ciation. 

J. M. Phillips, Chickasahay A iation and Colportage work. 

J. A. Hackett, Baptist Record. 

The Moderator was empowered to appoint all necessary 
committees, ) 

Adjourned for ten minutes before the preaching of the 
Associational sermon, I. 

At the appointed hour Brother W. B. Holcomb preach- 
ed. Text, Jno. 16:13. Subject, “Guidance of the Holy 
Spirit.” 


Adjourned till 1:30». “.| Benediction by Brother 
Bowen. 


| 
| 
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; First Day—Afternoon Session. 


‘The Association met at 1:40. Prayer by Brother Ray- 
bun. 
The Moderator announced the following committees: 


Missions—J. D. Rowell, J. R. Farish, W. J. Lott. 

Education—t.. E. Hall, Frank Mixon, M. C, Bowen, N. D. Lord, 

Woman's Work—W. E. Hathorn, Jno. Davis, W. J. Lott. 

Sunday Schoole—J. A. Lyon, J. M. Broom, Jr., T. H. Webb, 
G. 8. Burkett. ‘ 

Temperance—W. M. Conner, J. R, Davis, H. L. MeNair. 
 Pablications—C. W. Raybun, J. D. Parves, M. L. Wells. 

Sustentation—W. W. Mitchell, N. W. McDopald, W. B. Roberts. 

Nominations—T. J. Hardy, A. M. Sheppard, Jno. Caraway, W. 
J. Pack. 

Colportage—L. E. Hall, C, W. Rayban, Andrew Smith. 


A resolution in regard to Dr. Whitsitt’s utterances on 
the history of English Baptists, was read by Brother 
Conner, and referred to a committee of three, composed 
of Brethren Conner, Hall and Hardy, with instructions to 
report during this session of the Association. 


Brother Bowen, chairman of the committee on Colpor- 
tage appointed last year, made a verbal report and read a 
communication from the secretary of the Co-operative 
Committee of the Chickasahay Association. Brother Hall 
then read the report on Colportage which was spoken to 
by Berthren Rowe, Hall, Raybun, Elliott, Phillips, Con- 
ner and Sibley, and adopted. 


Report on Colportage. 


Your committee reports that comparatively little has been 
done in our bounds daring the past year in this important work. 
We know nothing authoritatively as to what has been done, and 
are uninformed except through the Knowledge given us by 4 
brief report from the committee of Co-operation of the Chickasa- 
hay Association. We recommend that the committee appointed 
at our last meeting be continued, and that they be instructed to 
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learn the amount of the debt incurred by the joint committee, 
with the view to a settlement of the same, 

Respectfully submitted, 
L. E. HALL, Chairman. 


The committee to whom was referred the resolution re- 
garding Dr. Whitsitt, reported it back‘as follows: 


Whereas, Dr, W. H. Whitsitt, President of the Southern Bap- 
tist Theological Seminary at Louisyille, Ky., has both publicly 
and privately, held ‘to, and tried by unfair means to disseminate 
views and ideas contrary to, arid in violation of, cherished tenets 
of Baptist faith and practice, and in this has shown his unfitness 
for the high position which he now fills to the injury of the great 
Baptist denomination in general, and the Seminary in particular, 
Therefore, be it 

Resolved, 1. Tit Dr, Whitsitt is not a safe man to be at the 
head of our Seminary, and should resign that position. 

*, That unlese the said Dr. Whitsitt shall tender his resigna- 
tion in the very near future, we feel that the /trustees owe it to 


3. That unless the said trustees shall ask for and obtain the 
resignation of the said Whitsite, we as Baptists representing the 
churches comprising the Lebanon Association feel it to be not 
only our privilege but duty to oppose the Seminary, 

Fraternally submitted, 
W. M. CONNER. 


After discussion by Brethren Conner, Hardy, Rowe, 
‘Hall, Elliott, Sibley and Fa sh, it was adopted. 
Adjourned with benediction by Brother Rowe, 


eee 
. First Day—Night Session. 


The brethren met promptly at 7:30. Prayer by Brother 
Phillipe. | 


The report on Publications was made the special order 
for Friday at 9:30, o- 

© Feport on Missions was read for the chairman by 

Brother Hall, en to by Brethren Hall, Farish, Hol- 
and adopted, 


dr 


- 
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Report on Missions. 


Your committee would say that it is utterly impracticable for 


us to formulate a report brief enough to find a place in your 
minutes and at the same time comprehensive enough to furnish 
our churches the information that should be given them on this 
great subject. ‘ 

. We will simply say that while we bave done much as a De- 
nomination and something as an Association, we have done but 
little compared with what we should have done, and what we 
might have done if the great masses of our people could only 
have been awakened to the importance of giving constantly and 
systematically for the support of this great work. 

Believing that a brief synopsis of the work done last year, as 


gathered from the reports of our general bodies would do more- 


good than anything we can write or recommend, we append the 
same and submit it and the above as our report. 

They report 755 baptisms in connection with our Foreign Mis- 
sion work, 302, on our Home fields, and 877 in the State, in con- 
nection with the missionaries of our Convention Board, while 
there were about forty in the bounds of our Association. 

Respectfully submitted, 
J. D. ROWELL, 
W.J.L0TT, ° 
J. R. FARISH. 
Adjourned with prayer by Brother Elliott. 


Second Day—Morning Session. 


The Association was called to order on time by the 
Moderator. 
Devotional exercises were conducted by Brother Sibley, 
who read the twelfth chapter of Romans. 

The minutes of the first day’s proceedings were read 
and approved. , : 

Brother Hackett, of the Baptist Record, was present 
and was invited to a seat with us. 

Brother Hall offered the following 


Resolution, 
| Resolved, That a cordial invitation be extended to Brother J. 


Pe eel 
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M. Phillips to visit "ny portion of our field in his col 
work, and that we will heartily poncote with our State Migsion 


Board in the support of any col ttage work it may undertake 
within our bounds. ' 


Discussed by Brethren Hall, Bowen, Farish, Rowe and 
Elliott, and adopted. 

The report on Education was made next in order after 
that on Publications, The latter was then read by Brother 
Raybun, and spoken to by Brethren Raybun, Hall, Hack- 
ett, Bowen and Rowe, and adopted. 


Report on Publications, 


Next to the Holy Seriptures in point of power for good, we all 
readily place sound Biblical literatare, By Biblical literature we 
mean that literature which seeks to expound and enforce the 
teachings of God’s Holy Word. The best of books on vital topics 
have been published at reasonable |prices, We refer the brother. 
hood to the Baptist Book Concern at Louisville, Ky., and the 
American Baptist Publication Socks at Philadelphia, Pa, For 
Sunday School literature we recommend our Southern Baptist 
Convention series, as loyal to the Truth, and worthy of our pat- 





fidence. There are several other Baptist papers in our state, the 
Baptet, from which our people 
might gather some inform S,4 
Respectfully submitted, - 
Cc. Ww. RAYBUN, 
J. B. PUR 
M. L, WELLS’ JR. 


minutes each for s y 
Brother Hal] then submitted the 


Report on E tion. 


over the state, sie Teporte which cote to us through the press 
and from the Presidents of our many private institutions are of 
the most encouraging character and jit is with much pleasure 



































[9%] 
becoming more and more available for the higher edncation of 
our girls and young ladies and the increase in the number of 
those who are using them. 

t . The private institutions of the state which are managed by our 
, a brethren. are, we believe, by far better managed than the larger 
ones which are under the control of our state government. 
Mississippi College, we believe to be the superior of most, and 
,_; 4 the equal of any institution in the country and we heartily com- 
, _. mend it to our people. 

Stone Female College, of Meridian, Miss., is the only Female 
Baptiat College within our bounds and while there are several 
others in the state, we believe that the advantages offered by it 
are equally ae good as those ebtained elsewhere. 

Ministerial Education. A broad subject! Broad because of the: 
- wniversality of its importance, but, unfortunately, narrow in the ~ 
lack of a proper appreciation of it and a proper understandiog of 
what is understeod by it when construed by sensible people. 
In conclusion we would urge upon our people the importance 
of securing for their children the benefits of an education. 
Respectfully submitted, 
L, E. HALL, 
FRANK MIXON, 
M.C. BOWEN, 
’ _ N. B. LORD. 


Discussed by Brethren Hall, Farish and Rowe, and 
adopted. 
Adjourned with prayer by Brother Hackett. 


Sasi eee 


RS RRS 


eee 





e e 
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Second Day—Afternoon Session. 










The Association assembled at 1:30. 


Brother Hardy led in prayer. 
The report on Sunday Schools was read by Brother 


4 4 , 
f > | Lyon, and was discussed by Brethren Lyon, Phillips and 
g9 | | Hackett, and adopted. 
‘ . Report on Sunday Schools. 


| Yourcommittee on Sunday Sebeols will cherish every idea 
conveyed to be taught in our literatare and Sunday Schools, that 
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will promote the cause of Christ His kingdom in this world, 
and we urge upon each church ot the Association where they 
have not any Sunday School, to organize a school at once ; -and 
we think that every church in this Association should nse Bap- 
tist literature which should be chosen by the church, The Sun- 
day School work is the horizon of charch work in the little stu- 
dent’s mind. True principles, training tanght in early childhood 
in the Sunday schools will make noble workers for Christ in the 
near future. We recommend that the pastor of every church in 
this Association request the clerk of his church or churches to 
report the number of children that not attend Sunday School 
at all in all of our churches by the next Association in their let- 
ters to this body; and we desire that the members of each 
church in this Association will take t work in charge and at- 
tend these schools themselves, and p the great good that may 
be dérived from them, and assist thei children in the way that 
they would have them to go forever.| We want the devotional 
exercises of our churches developed mpre and more a8 posterity 
confronts us, and we think the Sunday Schools of our churches 
should be the prime factor in the elopment of our children 
in spiritual and devotional habits of life. 

We are glad to know that nearly all pf onr charches have Sun- 
day Schools every Sunday. Respectfully submitted, 
: | J. A. LYON, 
J. M. BROOM, JR. 
G, BURKETT, 
T. H. WEBB. 


The report on Temperance was by Brother Con. 
ner. Brethren Conner, Sibley, Hathorn, Holcomb, Lyon, 
Raybun and Wood made speechés on it, and it was 
adopted. 


Report on Tempera} ce, 


We, your Committee on Temperance, deem jt unnecessary that 
. We should write a lengthy report on this subject ; but by this 


nfer that we under-vstimate its importance, 


uehces growing out of in- 
to our mind, there is 
ste 


church, home and @ as this subject, and 
m that is so powerful in its 
or use of alcoholic bey- 
rfectly and completely 

} 
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— contravenes everything that tends to make up the noble and the 
good, as thia, the greatest of all evils, 
And as Christians and those who love the cause of right at 
j heart, we cannot be too pronounced in condemning it, and urg- 
ing upon our brethren everywhere to use all lawful means to 
suppress it, and cease not until this hydraheaded monster, this 
demon incarnate is driven, not only from “the land of the free 
and the home of the brave,” but from the face of the earth, 
Respectfully submitted, 
J.R. DAVIS, 
W. M. CONN ER, 
H. L. McNAIR, 












The Committee on Nominations submitted the follow- 
ing report which was adopted. 






Report of the Committee on Nominations, 






We nominate Purvis as the place of holding the next session 

| Of this Association, and that Thursday before the first Sunday in 

, | November, 1897, be the time, and that Brother L, E. Hall pyeach 
| the Associational sermon, and Brother J. R. Farish be hisalternate, 













. vention will meet at Wilmin 
Sunday in May, 1897. 

We nominate the following as delegates to the Baptist State 
Convention, which will meet at Grenada on Thursday before the 
third Sunday in July, 1897, towit: J. R. Farish, C. G, Elliott, 
. J.-D. Donald, M. W. Waldrop, 0. D. Bowen, J. F. Parker, L. E. 

| Hall, W. M. Conner, W. E. Hathorn, W. B. Holcomb, W. Ww: 
| Mitchell, W: D. Turner. ' 
| And should all of the above delegates not attend the State Con- 
| vention then their places may be supplied by any member of this 
| Association who may be present, and who is hereby authorized 
| torepresent this Association as delegates thereto. 
Respectfully submitted, . 
T. J. HARDY, 
A.M. SHEPPARD, 
JOHN CARAWAY, 
W. J. PACK. 
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Brother Rowe by request of 


Report on Susten 


Your committe on Sustentation begs 
ing report: 
This benevolence called sustentation 


strictly of him. The work 


all the people be encouraged to liberal 


worthy cause last year. Let us double 
incoming year, 


Discussed by Brethren Rowe, Ba 
adopted. 


The report on Woman’s Work | 
and also the report of the 


Brethren Hathorn, Bowen, 


Faris 
Hackett, followed, and the re 


port w 


We your committee on Woman’s Wo 


ne chairman of the com- 
mittee on Sustentation read the following 


sun, thongh it be new in these parts. If the 
and sympathy be Christly, then this ehanne 


y aid therein, 
The State Board reports that there was b 


is appended to the report. A discassion indulged in by 


Report on Woman's Work. 


tk beg leave to submit 
the following report: 







tion. 
leave to make the follow- 







is nothing new under the 














and bright as it is 
every heart that is not 
good work go on and let 








ut $450 paid to this 
this amonnt during the 







W. W. MITCHELL, 
W. B. ROBERTS, 


wen and Hackett, and 








was read by Brother ‘ 
Vice-president, which , 







Elliott, Sibley and 
adopted. 














+ Organized eff; 
Christian work in harmon 
We trust that during the coming year 
ganized in our Association, and that the 


Y with Bible teaching. 












Lord 
work, has also the 
~ We hereby express u 
ndered by our noble 











+ 
rt in every sphere of 






W societies will be or- 
blessings of Him 
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“who loved us and gave Himself for us” may reset upon them 
and us. oP Respectfully submitted, 
, W. E. HATHORN, 
JOHN DAVIS. 


Report of Woman’s Work in the bounds of Lebanon 
| Association: 


The past year has not been one of encouragement, for we re- 
| glize that there has been no forward movement, io new socie- 
| ties among our women and a failure to organize our young people 
| into bands of helpers—training them in Christian work and giving, 
| before the evil days come, when they shall say, “I have no pleas- 
| gre in these things.” We feel the great need is the reviving infla- 
lence of the Holy Spirit in the hearts of individual Christians, 
‘leading them to consecrate themselves and their means to the 
work of the Lord. 

| Thambly beg the co-operation of pastors and of the delegates 
assembled here. Encourage our women to organize, and assist 
them and make them feel there is a work for them to do towards 
hastening the day when all shall know the Lord. -| 


“No time to be wasted, for many the fields— ~ 
And laborers are few; s 
Away to the work, that is needing a hand! 
So much, oh, so much weean do!” 
MRS. E. V. CLARK. 
Vice-President Woman’s Work, Lebanon Association. 


| Brother Tarner reported for the finance committee as 
follows: 


Received for Associational Purposes 

Received for Home Missions......... cs-re+ ssreeees sree 
Received for State Missions 

Received for Foreign Missions......++. s-+-++++ severe sever sree 
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The Moderator was given the eee to appoint the ex.- 
ecutive committee of five, and b Vote of the Association, 
Brother O. D. Bowen was added, 

The apportionment among the churches of the amount 
asked for by the State Convention, was referred to the 
committee on Colportage. 

Brother Farish read the following resolution which wag 
adopted by a rising vote: 

Resolved, That we tender our sincerdst thanks to the members 


of the Ellisville Baptist church and citizens of Ellisville generally, 
for the kind cordiality with which they| have received us in their 


city, and the generons hospitality with which we have been en- 
tertained in their homes. 

The Clerk was allowed the usual compensation for hig 
services, end was instructed to ~ the minutes printed 
and distributed, 

Adjourned with prayer by Brother Rowe, to meet with 
the Purvis Baptist church on Thursday before the first 

Sunday in November, 1897. 
| — | 

NOTEs. 

The Association having failed to appoint & Vice-presi- 
dent for woman’s work, the executi ‘€ committee re-ap- 
pointed Mrs. E, vy. Clark, of Ellisyi] e. 

The executive committee ‘ppointed by the Moderator 
J. B. Pury » W. J. Pack, N, 
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Report on Apportionment. 

In obedience to the instructions given by the Association at El- 
lisville, the committee on Colportage have made the following 
apportionment: 

LA 


- 


Home Missions 
Foreign Missions. 


os 
aaw 


| Indian Springs 
| Tem maittel .....eeeeseeres cenees cnnnee seeenenee 


\Nicholeon. 

Poplarville... 

\Purvis 

Shady Grove.. 

Sandereville.......cc--see+ senrenene eeeeeeees al 
ee San 


ee 


— st 
Seta aos tussese State Missione...... 


AAAaAw wan wvuwg 


| 
|: 


g| ssssessssssssss 


Respectfully submitted, 
0. D. BOWEN, 
L. E. HALL. 











| 
| 


Ordained Ministers--Cheir Postoffice. 


eae 

O. D. Bowen.......00 barsegnra aia Ellisville, Miss, 
R. A. Breckenridge Co Rb eee 156-00 cecentt Meridian, Miss. 
Chas. G. Elliott....... a E Meridian, Miss, 
J. R. Parish... . eshar ed | rer eedccant Meridian, Miss. 
L. E. Hall... boise fee Hattiesburg, Mise, 

PMO cc Angusta, Mise 
be senacasicel Parvis, Miss, 

yan Poplarville, Miss, 

Sandersville, Miss. 

Augusta, Miss. 

Poplarville, Miss. 

--Ellisville, Miss, 


Purvis, Miss. 
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CONSTITUTION. 
| Owe 


ee 


ARTICLE 1. The name of this Association shall be the 
Lebanon Baptist Association, 

Art. 2. The officers of this Association Shall be a 
Moderator, and @ Clerk who shall also be ex-officio 
Treasurer. These shall be elected annually by ballot and 
hold their offices until their Successors are elected, 

Arr. 3. The object of this Association shall be the 
Promotion of the Redeemer's kingdom by the concentra. 
tion of Christian labor, inculeation of Bible Truth, and 
the cultivation of friendly intercourse among : the 
churches, < 

Art. 4. Members of the Association may be of two 
Classes, viz. Male delegates, and messengers who shall 
Produce evidence of their appointment by the churches 
which they Propose to represeiit before being entitled to 


the regular quota, 
Arr. 6. This Association shall only have the power 


a 
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of an advisory council and shall in no wise infringe upon 
the rights or independence of t churches. 

Arr. 7. No queries shall be considered by the Asso- 
ciation unless regularly sent up through the churches, 
and such queries shall embrace only questions of doc. 
trine. | 
Arr. 8. The Association shall meet annually as may 
be agreed upon, and after enrolling the names of the del. 
egates, proceed by ballot to the election of a Moderator, 
and a Clerk who shall be ex-officid Treasurer of the Asso- 
ciation, 

Arr. 9. The duties of the en officers of the Asxo 
ciation shall be similar to those of all deliberative bodies, 
and Mell’s Parliamentary Manual) shall be the basis of all 
decisions of order. 

Arr. 10. Churches holding |the Articles of Faith 
adopted by this body, may becom 





4 reason therefor, by 
t, while the Axsocia. 






erly. 

Arr. 11. This Coustitation may be altered or 
amended at any annaal meeting of the Association by a 
three-fourths vote of the delegates nt. 


ARTICLES OF F ITH, 


1. We believe in one God, the Father, the Son and 
the Holy Ghost—equal in power and glory. , 

2. We believe that the Scriptures of the Old Testa. 
ment and the New were written by the inspiration of 
God, and are the only rule of faith and practice. 

3. We believe in the doctrine of riginal sin, of total 


“¢cF¢ 





“@e2¢ 


‘ 
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depravity and of man’s inability to restore himself to the 


favor of God. 


4. We believe that God chose his people, in Christ, 


‘before the foundation of the world, and tha 

_ kept by the power of God through faith unto 
| Feady to be revealed in the last time, 

5. We believe that sinners are justified in the sight of 


t they are 
a salvation 


Creature, all are required to obey, . 
| 7. We helieve that good works are the fruits of faith. 
and the only evidence of justification; and that all be- 
lievers will abound therein fronra principle of love. 

8. We believe in the resurrection of the dead, the 
just and the unjust, and the general judgment, and that 
the joys of the righteous and the punishment of the 
wicked will be eternal. 

9 = We believe that & visible church of Christ is com- 
posed of baptized believers only, who have covenanted 
to keep up a discipline agreeable to the rules of the New 
Testament Scriptures, 

10. We believe that Jexus Christ is the only lawgiver 
of His church and that the government is with the church, 
each member having equal rights therein. 

11. We believe that baptism and the Lord's Supper 
are the only ordinances of the church, and are tu be con- 
tinued until the second coming of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. - 

12, We believe that immersion only is Baptism, and 
can be administered only by those duly authorized by the 
chureh, and that only believers in Christ are the proper 
subjects of the ordinance. 


13. We believe that regularly baptized believers only 


have, a right to partake of the Lord’s Supper. 
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14. We believe that the churches compose Christ's vis- 
ible kingdom on the earth, and they are independent of 
each other; choosing their owr bishops and other execu. 
tive officers, none of whom may lord it over God's heri- 
tage. 


«es 
RULES OF DE JORUM, 


; 1. All meetings of the Assdéciation shall be opened 
with prayer and closed with prayer or benediction. 

2. The first order of basin shall be the ealling of 
the roll of churches comprising the same and the enroll- 
ment of delegates representing them. 

8. No delegates can be enrolled until they furnish ev- 
idence in writing from the chure which they propose tof 
represent, which evidence shall! be submitted to the 
Clerk. 

4. No business shall be discussed by this body unless 
it shall have been brought up befdre it by a motion sus- 
tained by a second. 

5. No member shall be allow to speak but once ov 
the same subject, except by: permission. 

6. The Moderator may — any speaker for mis- 
quotation, personal reflection, or indiscreet language. 

7. Any member feeling himsel aggrieved by the rul- 
ing of the Moderator may appeal to the Association, 
when, if it be sustained by a two-thirds vote, the Modera. 
tor’s ruling shall be reversed. 

8. All members shall use the “Brother,” when 
addressing or speaking of each oth r; and any one failing 
to observe this rule subjects himself to a reprimand by 
the Moderator, 

9. Any or all of the rules may be altered or amended 
at any regular meeting by a two-thikds majority vote 
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Some also have service on the Saturday before. 
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